Car Crash Tips for Teens
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LOOK FOR INJURIES

While you may not know immediately after the accident whether you are injured, itis best to do a quick check to see if you have any

visible injuries. Make sure that you err on the side of caution because you wantto gettreatment for your injuries as soon as possible.

Youshould also check to see if the other driver has been injured and call for help for themif itis necessary.
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CONTACT THE POLICE

In orderto documentwhat happened during the accident and atthe scene, itis necessary to have an accident report. Youwill get this
by calling the police to come to the scene of the accident. The police will not make a determination of liability, but if there has been a

moving violation, they may issue a citation. In many states, you will also need an accident report to file a claim with the insurance.

DOCUMENT THE ACCIDENT SCENE

Youwill only have one chance to document the accident scene asitappeared at the time of the accident. After the cars are cleared,
youwilllose valuable evidence. Assuming thatyou are uninjured and are able to do so, take as many pictures and as much video as

you caninorderto preserve the evidence. Once the cars are moved and the accidentscene is cleared, you will lose the ability to show

things as they were right after the crash.
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MOVEYOURCARFROMTHE TRAVELLANESIFPOSSIBLE

Depending on where the accident occurs and the condition of your car, you should try to move your car out of the travel lanes and to
the side of the road. This will help keep traffic moving and get you out of the path of oncoming traffic. You will need to deal with

various things at the scene of the crash, and you will be physically safer if you do not run the risk of being hit by an oncoming vehicle.
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DO NOT TRY TO LITIGATE THE CASE OR ADMIT FAULT

Teendrivers will likely panic since they have never been in an accident before. However, even if it was your fault, do not admit it at the
scene and letthe insurance companies make that determination. What you say atthe scene ofthe accident can be used againstyou
laterintime. Inaddition,donotengagetheotherdrivertoblamethemforwhathappened. Simplyobtaintheirinformationandhave

the necessary conversation with your insurance company.
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CALL YOU PARENTS OR GUARDIANS

While itis a difficult call to make, especially if you were driving in their car, your parents or guardians need to be informed of the
accidentimmediately. They may have a betteridea of how to deal with the situation and what you should do after the accident. They

may also be able to help you by making calls on your behalf, allowing you to focus on documenting the scene of the accident.
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TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF

Ifyouarehurt,youneedtogettreatment.lfyouhavebeeninjured,itisalwaysbesttogettreatmentatthe sceneoftheaccidentand
should notrefusetreatment. Notonlyis thiscriticalfortaking care of yourphysicalhealth, butprompttreatmentwillalsohelp you

document yourinjuries for a potential insurance claim or lawsuit later in time.
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TAKE EXTENSIVE NOTES

Youwill never be able to remember everything that you need to after an accident. Aside from the fact that names and numbers will

come flying at you, the trauma of the car accident may make your memory hazy. Do not trust yourself to remember anything. Make

surethatyoukeep copious notesatthe scene oftheaccidentsoyouhavethingswhereandwhenyouneedtheminthefuture.
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CONTACT YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY

Theinsurance company will need to know about the accidentin order to begin handling the claims process and dealing with the other
driver’sinsurance company. Eitheratthe scene ofthe accidentorright after you leave the scene (obviously after you have exchanged
information and called the police), you should contact yourinsurance company and give them the details that they need to know to

start the process.



Get These Facts

. Other Driver’'s Name and DL#

. Address

. Other Driver’s Insurance Company

. Policy Number

. Other Car Owner’s Name

. Address

. Withesses Names

. Phone Numbers




Extra Tips

* While it may be difficult, make sure that you speak calmly to the officerin a polite manner.
Youalso do notneed to speak with the otherdriverifthey are yelling or menacing, but can

tell them that you will wait until the police arrive. Do not let the other driver intimidate you
as difficult as it seems.

- Familiarize yourself with the location of the hazard lights in your car. Also, know where
your emergency packet or first aid kit is in your car. You should know the features of your
vehicle that you can use in an emergency and have supplies on hand.

- Make sure that water and a notebook and pen in your car. You will need water if you are
standing outside in hot temperatures while the notebook will enable you to take the notes
that you need to at the accident scene

» Make sure that you have a disposable camera in your car as a backup to take pictures if your
phone is not working or is not available to you at the time of the accident.



Car Accident Resources

Local Mechanics / Towing

Caliber Collision (Mechanic)

Extreme Towingand Recovery (Towing)

gerber Collision andGlass (Mechanic)

Perry and Terry Coliision Center (Mechanic)

(888) 225-4237

(303) 344-1400

(303) 691-2639

(303) 629-1711

Your Preferred Towing

Towing Company #1

Towing Company #2

Towing Company #3

Your Preferred Mechanics

Mechanic#1

Mechanic#2

Mechanic#3



https://calibercollision.com/
http://extremetowing.homestead.com/index.html
https://www.gerbercollision.com/locations/denver-colorado-blvd-co
http://www.perryandterry.com/
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